
 

 

 

WORCESTER ART MUSEUM BEGINS CONSTRUCTION 

ON NEW ACCESS BRIDGE 
 

Designed by wHY, New Access Ramp and Exterior Redesign 

Will Enhance Pathways Into the Museum for All Visitors 

 

Worcester, MA—September 15, 2014—Construction began today on a new accessible walkway and 

landscaping initiative on the Salisbury Street side of the Worcester Art Museum. Designed by Kulapat 

Yantrasast of wHY, the “bridge” significantly improves access for visitors, while changes to the adjacent 

area will create parking spaces for those with disabilities, as well as a more inviting pedestrian pathway 

into the building. Construction is expected to be completed in spring of next year. 

 
"The bridge is symbolic of the Worcester Art Museum's overall approach to visitors, reflecting our openness 

and desire to be as welcoming and accessible as possible," said Matthias Waschek, director. "In 2012, we re-

opened the Salisbury Street doors, thereby re-activating this important part of our building. As we considered 

how to further support access through this historic entrance, we realized that a completely new and innovative 

solution was needed. wHY's design for our new access bridge will allow everyone-including those who, for 

any number of reasons, are unable to use steps-to enter the Museum through our front door, making it an 

important gesture of hospitality to our visitors.  At the same time, we are also committed to preserving the 

integrity of our historic façade, which wHY has accomplished beautifully." 

 

 
With a light and elegant form, the new bridge compliments the Museum’s neoclassical facade as well as the Roman hunt mosaic in the 

Renaissance Court.  Image courtesy wHY. 

 

In addition to emphasizing the Museum’s visitor-focused culture, wHY’s design also reflects the 

Museum’s diverse holdings by reflecting both historic and contemporary aesthetics. Without altering the 

Salisbury Street doors or distracting from the formal entrance, the designs honors WAM’s past, while the 

bridge itself in its sleek design and incorporation of minimal shapes reflects the tastes of today. The 

bridge’s metallic siding creates a dynamic visual parallel with the columns above. Through the Salisbury 

doors, the visitor encounters the Museum’s Renaissance Court, which immediately reinforces the  



 

 

diversity of WAM’s collection, with the treasured Hunt mosaic on the floor and, currently, a 

contemporary photographic mural by Robert and Shana ParkeHarrison, as part of the Wall at WAM 

project. 

 

 
The new bridge provides easier access for all visitors. Construction will be done without damaging the integrity of the museum buildings. Image 

courtesy wHY. 

 

In addition to the creation of the access bridge itself, the project will re-landscape part of the adjacent 

area, gracefully connecting the bridge with both new and existing walkways around the Salisbury Street 

and Lancaster Street sides of the building. By removing 11 parking spaces from directly in front of the 

Salisbury Street entrance, the area as a whole becomes more open and accessible, and gives greater 

respect to the Museum’s historic, formal entrance.  

 

These changes are part of a set of strategic goals and initiatives the Museum established under its Vision 

2020 plan. Broadly focused on transforming and growing the Museum’s audience, the plan looks at both 

programmatic and infrastructure changes necessary to increase visitorship and support sustained 

engagement with families and younger audiences. Under this rubric, the Museum has in recent years re-

opened the long-closed doors on its main facade; secured sponsorship support to provide significant free 

public access during the summer months; become a polling site for the City of Worcester; offered 

educational programs as part of general admission, thus increasing participation across all programs for 

all age ranges; and launched an ambitious series of gallery reinstallations—such as [remastered] and the 

Jeppson Idea Lab—that have focused on helping visitors see the contemporary relevance of art and art 

history. 

 

The construction project is expected to be completed in spring 2015. During the construction period, the 

Museum’s Salisbury Street entrance and the adjacent driveway are expected to remain open. Museum 

parking across Lancaster Street will also remain accessible while the parking spaces in front of the 

Salisbury Street entrance are closed during construction. 

 

 

 



 

 

ABOUT THE WORCESTER ART MUSEUM: 
Founded in 1898, the Worcester Art Museum serves Worcester and the broader region. The Museum 

houses an encyclopedic collection of paintings, sculpture, decorative arts, photography, prints, drawings, 

and new media. WAM’s collection has historically been strongest in European and American art, and 

with recent acquisitions and donations, like Veronese’s Venus Disarming Cupid and the integration of the 

collection from the Higgins Armory Museum, it continues to grow in strength. Symbolized by the 

opening of the Salisbury Street doors in 2012, the Museum continues toward its goal of accessibility for 

all visitors. 

 

The Worcester Art Museum, located at 55 Salisbury Street in Worcester, Mass., is open Wednesday 

through Friday and Sunday from 11am to 5pm; Saturday from 10am to 5pm; and every third Thursday 

from 11am to 8pm. Admission is $14 for adults, $6 for children 4-17, $12 for seniors 65+, $12 for college 

students with ID.  Members and children under 4 are free.  Parking is free.  For more information, visit 

worcesterart.org. 

 

CONTACT: 
 

Worcester Art Museum 

Julieane Frost 

508-793-4373 

JulieaneFrost@worcesterart.org 

 

 

Chelsea Beroza 

Resnicow Schroeder Associates 

212-671-5160 

cberoza@resnicowschroeder.com 
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