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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
MEDIA CONTACT: Allison Berkeley 

Manager of Marketing and Public Relations 
508.799.4406 x3073 

allisonberkeley@worcesterart.org 
 
 
 
 

THE WORCESTER ART MUSEUM ANNOUNCES JANUARY 2010 EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS 
 

 
(WORCESTER, Mass., December 11, 2009) – The Worcester Art Museum is proud to announce our January 2010 
line-up of exhibitions and events.  From Thursday, January 28 through Sunday, January 31, the Museum hosts Flora 
in Winter, the premier floral design event of the year. Skilled artisans create floral interpretations of works from the 
collection. WAM also offers a variety of youth, teen and adult classes and workshops with programs running all 
year long. Dine in the Museum Café featuring an eclectic and browse The Museum Shop for unique mementos.  
FREE admission for 17 and under. Get out of the cold and make WAM one of your stops this winter! 
 
 
 
 
CURRENT EXHIBITIONS 
 
 
Twelve Zodiacal Animals 
Through January 3, 2010 
Celebrate the year of the Ox! Chinese astrology is based on the Eastern zodiac, the oldest 
known horoscope system in the world. According to Chinese legend, the order of the twelve 
signs was determined by Buddha, who gave each animal a year of its own, bestowing the 
nature and characteristics of those born in that animals’ year. Stone rubbings representing the 
twelve zodiacal animals are on view. The rubbings were made from the twelve large stone 
reliefs that surround the tomb of the Korean general Kim Yusin (595-673 A.D.), situated near 
Gyeongju, in southeastern Korea. Listed in order, the animals are Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, 
Dragon, Snake, Horse, Ram, Monkey, Rooster, Dog and Pig. 
 
 
 
Bound by Fashion: The Corset in European Art 
Through January 10, 2010 
What lengths will some people go in order to be fashionable? Though precursors to the corset 
existed as early as four thousand years ago in ancient Crete, the modern corset traces its origins 
to Renaissance Europe. Bound by Fashion interprets thirteen masterpieces of European 
painting from the sixteenth to the twentieth century in a self-guided exhibition that tells the 
story of this unique garment. Though corsetry is the primary focus, the exhibition also explores 
the symbolism of jewelry and the connotative meanings of costume. It is appropriate that 
paintings from the Worcester Art Museum record this narrative of gender and fashion, as 
Worcester’s own economic history is intimately connected to the corset. In the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth century, thousands of women worked at the Royal Worcester Corset 
Factory, producing garments that were shipped all over the world. This project is a 
collaborative between Clark University Art History students and the Museum. 
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Intaglio: Italian Etchings and Engravings 
Through March 7, 2010 
Intaglio, a word derived from an Italian verb meaning "to incise," is used in 
English to describe a family of print making techniques. For centuries the 
intaglio processes of engraving, etching, drypoint, and aquatint reproduced 
pictorial images providing the finest detail. This exhibition presents a selection 
of Italian prints that reflect the history of intaglio printmaking, from its inception 
in the fourteenth century through the era of its domination of printed pictures in 
the eighteenth century. These original works of art present a rich and fascinating 
range of subjects and styles, from the Renaissance through the Rococo period. 
Among the printmakers whose work will be included in this exhibition are 
Giulio Campagnola, Marcantonio Raimondi, Annibale Carracci, Salvator Rosa, Pietro Testa, Giambattista Tiepolo, 
and Giovanni Battista Piranesi. The exhibition provides instructive examples of the intaglio techniques of engraving, 
drypoint, etching and aquatint. 
 
A Miniature Milestone: The Marianne E. Gibson Portrait Miniature Gallery at 20 
Through April 8, 2010 
The portrait miniature, one of the Worcester Art Museum’s greatest strengths in American art, 
is paradoxically one of the smallest physical types of objects within its collections. Although 
not as large as easel paintings or sculptures, portrait miniatures do tell a “big” and important 
story in American art. This installation celebrates the 20th anniversary of the Museum’s 
miniature milestone by featuring a selection of miniatures spanning the history of the medium, 
from the eighteenth to twentieth centuries, by known and unknown artists, in a variety of styles. 
Rediscover the large impact of some of the Museum’s small marvels. 
 
What Matters 
Through August 22, 2010 
Recent art practices continue to evolve in the shadow cast years ago by Marcel Duchamp, 
whose simple yet extraordinary act in 1914 of selecting a common bottle rack and signing it 
wrenched that object out of the “useful” context and placed it in the context of “a work of art.” 
If art offers an opportunity to rethink our engagement with the world around us, those artists 
who are drawn to exploring materials that are familiar yet altered as to their origins and uses 
seem equally invested in material experience as a way of deepening our perceptual capacities so 
we might arrive at new understandings of what matters. Drawn primarily from the Museum’s 
permanent collection, the exhibition considers works spanning two decades (1988–2008) by a 
roster of leading contemporary artists including Claire Barclay, Willie Cole, Melvin Edwards, 
Heide Fasnacht, Tony Feher, Jim Isermann, Jim Lambie, Tim Rollins and K.O.S. and Doris Salcedo and Yinka 
Shonibare. 
 
WALL at WAM: “Actions Speak” THINK AGAIN (David John Attyah and S.A. Bachman) 
Through September 2010 
THINK AGAIN’s (David John Attyah and S.A. Bachman) WAM project 
focuses on the connections between political brutality and public policy, and 
reconsiders social problems like HIV/AIDS and violence against women. The 
project promotes dialogue between art and public response, between global 
reality and local action. Actions Speak is a hybrid of text, photography, 
drawing, etching, sculpture, and digital design. The mural’s iconography—a 
mass of paper bones entangled in the cords of monumental microphones— 
links political discourse directly to individual bodies. The murals’ cascade of 
words associated with brutality and stigmatization is echoed in a corresponding projection on the Museums’ façade. 
Streetside, the projection of an open microphone, awaiting a speaker, accompanies a succession of words from the 
mural, out of which emerge words of empowerment and positive action. Upcoming projections 3rd Thursday of 
each month, after dark: January 21. 
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EVENTS – January 2010 
 
Youth/Teen Winter Classes 
Starting January 5 
Have fun and learn at the Museum! Parents and children ages 3-5 can escape the cold of winter in Winter 
Wonderland. 5–7 year-olds can come explore art and their world in Artistic Expressions and Color Capers. Students 
ages 8–10 years old can choose from traditional studio art courses such as Drawing and Painting or specialty classes 
such as Create Your Own Super Hero. Exciting computer classes for 11–13 year olds include Stop Motion 
Animation and Claymation. Teen Thursdays provides students ages 14–17 a chance to build their portfolios in a 
variety of classes including Painting, Sculpture, Photography, and Fashion. For Homeschool Students (ages 6–13) 
Ancient Art is a great way to add some creative learning to your child’s curriculum. Learn more by calling 
508.793.4333 or 508.793.4334, or browse the Classes brochure online. Register early as classes fill quickly!  
 
WAM Adult Student Art Exhibition 
Through January 22 
This exhibition of creative work done by adult students in the fall session of classes showcases many media 
including drawing, painting, photography, prints, mosaics, sculpture, computer art, and more.  Held in the Higgins 
Education Wing.  Free.  
 
Adult Open House and Adult Student Exhibition Reception 
Thursday, January 7, 5:30-7 pm 
Come to this celebration of art in the Higgins Education Wing, and find out what’s new at WAM! Stop by and meet 
our instructors, view student artwork from the fall session, discuss your artistic interests and goals, and enjoy light 
refreshments. This is a wonderful opportunity to learn all about the new classes and workshops we are offering this 
winter/spring session. Free. Learn more by calling 508.793.4333 or 4334, or browse the Classes brochure .  
 
WAM Zip Trip: What Matters 
Saturday, January 16, 12-12:30pm 
Art is on the fast track, as the Museum invites visitors to take part in a series of Zip Trips. These fast-paced docent-
led gallery talks are designed to offer a short but in-depth view of a single work (or artist) on view in the Museum.  
This tour concentrates on the work in the exhibition What Matters.  Free with Museum admission.  
 
Adult Winter Classes 
Starting January 19 
Join us for new classes and workshops, or sign up for an old favorite. The winter/spring session of classes offers 
something for everyone, and all of our adult classes are offered for PDPs. Workshops and classes in drawing, 
painting, sculpture, photography, computer arts, creative writiting as well as exciting off-site programs here and 
abroad. Learn more by calling 508.793.4333 or 4334, or browse the Classes brochure .  
 
Tour of the Month: The Silk Road 
Wednesday, January 20, 2pm 
Saturday, January 23, 2pm 
Each month, a Museum Docent picks a topic of special interest and creates a tour through the Museum based upon 
that subject matter. This is an opportunity for visitors to glean a more in-depth knowledge about the collection. For 
January, docent David Snell will lead this lively and informative tour down the Silk Road through the treasures of 
WAM’s collection. Don’t miss out! Free with Museum admission. 
 
Third Thursdays: Music, Tastings & Art 
Thursday, January 21, 5:30-8pm 
Enjoy music, tastings and art during Third Thursdays @ WAM. In January listen to surf-inspired instrumental rock 
with SPF4, enjoy Mediterranean delights with Ed Hyder, and tour the exhibition Intaglio: Italian Etchings and 
Engravings. Always great company, cash bar.  Held in the Café.  Free with Museum admission. 
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Pecha Kucha Night Vol 3: Worcester 
Saturday, January 24, 7:20-10pm 
The Pecha Kucha format has spread globally, and is hosted in over 250 cities worldwide. It was devised in Tokyo in 
February 2003 as an event for young designers to meet, network, and show their work in public. Come see what all 
the “chit-chat” is about and listen to rapid presentations given by creative and passionate people in your community 
based on a simple idea: 20 images x 20 seconds. Come early for mingling, drinks at music.  More about the local 
event can be found at www.pechakucha-worcester.blogspot.com.  Held in the Café.  This event is free. 
 
Flora in Winter 
Thursday, January 28 through Sunday, January 31, 2010 
Worcester Art Museum comes alive for our 8th annual Flora in Winter celebration, the premier floral design event 
of the year. Skilled artisans from across New England create clever, provocative interpretations of works from the 
Museum's collection. Public spaces are adorned with arrangements by area florists. It's a succulent feast for the eyes 
and spirit in the middle of winter! This event lasts only four days. Special programming includes: opening party 
Flora Euphoria!, demonstrations, guided tours, children’s events, floral inspired products for sale in the Museum 
Shop, and extended Museum Café hours. Most events are free with Museum admission. Please see website at 
www.worcesterart.org for special programming pricing. 
 
Garden Club Day at WAM 
Thursday, January 28, 12-3pm (Snow date: Friday, January 29, 12-3pm) 
Enjoy a special day of Flora in Winter just for Garden Club members. Begin with a lunch at noon in our Conference 
Room followed by a Flora in Winter Chairman's Tour of the Galleries from 1-2pm; from 2-3pm learn design secrets 
and flower arranging techniques during a Demonstration by legendary arranger Julie Lapham. Come early at 11am 
and stay late until 5pm to wander through the galleries and breathe in the fresh aromas of spring!  Price for Garden 
Club Day: $25 WAM Members, $40 nonmembers (includes Museum admission.) Reservations required; space is 
limited. Call 508.799.4406 x3025. 
 
Opening Celebration: Flora Euphoria! 
Thursday, January 28, 5:30-8pm 
Celebrate Flora in Winter at its freshest during this evening soirée. Visit with friends, wander the galleries, and be 
inspired! Live music, light hors d'oeuvres, and a cash bar add to the festivities. Held in the Renaissance Court and 
Galleries. $10 WAM/THBG Members; $20 nonmembers, no RSVP required. 
 
Floral Demonstration: Interpretive Challenge 
Friday, January 29, 3-4:30pm 
Watch and learn as a select group of arrangers craft interesting floral designs inspired by the Chapter House and the 
Renaissance Court. The finished arrangements will be on view for the duration of Flora in Winter and will be raffled 
off on Sunday, January 31. Held in the Renaissance Court. Free with Museum admission, no RSVP required. 
 
NEW! Family Fun: Music with Mr. Kim 
Saturday, January 30, 11:30am-12:30pm 
Bring your kids with you to Flora in Winter and be thoroughly entertained by Mr. Kim Webster, a consummate 
musician and puppeteer. Mr. Kim's music is sure to be a crowd pleaser for the whole family! Held in the Discovery 
Gallery. Free with Museum admission, no RSVP required. 
 
Floral Demonstration: Ikebana: Revisited & Updated 
Saturday, January 30, 2-3pm (Snow Date: Sunday, January 31, 2-3pm) 
Reservations required, space is limited. Call 508.799.4406 x3025. 
Join Instructor and Flower Designer Kaye Vosburgh as she reveals fresh ideas about Ikebana design. Don't miss this 
world-class design experience! Held in the Conference Room. $10 WAM Members, $25 nonmembers (includes 
Museum admission). 
 
Artist Demonstration 
Saturday, January 30, 3- 6pm 
Join artist and WAM faculty member Sue Swinand as she paints an original work of art, inspired by an installation 
from Flora in Winter. Ask her questions about the creative process and inspiration. Held in the Lancaster Lobby.  
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Concert: Choral Music 
Saturday, January 30, 4pm 
The Blackstone Valley Community Chorus and The St. Peter-Marian High School Chorus will fill the Renaissance 
Court with enchanting choral music. Both groups are under the direction of Diane Pollard. Held in the Renaissance 
Court. Free with Museum admission, no RSVP required. 
 
NEW! For Kids of All Ages: Origami Flowers 
Sunday, January 31, 11:30am-1:30pm 
Join expert Dennis Brannon and learn the fine art of Origami. Create your own flowers and take a piece of Flora in 
Winter home with you! Held in the Discovery Gallery. Free with Museum admission, no RSVP required. 
 
Concert: Choir and Violin Ensemble 
Sunday, January 31, 2pm 
The Shrewsbury High School Women's Choir under the direction of Michael Lapomardo and Pakachoag Music 
School of Greater Worcester's Unison of Stings under the direction of Dr. Maxim Korn will provide delightful 
ambiance for the final afternoon of Flora. Held in the Renaissance Court. Free with Museum admission, no RSVP 
required. 
 
 
About the Worcester Art Museum 
 
Located on Salisbury St., in Worcester, Massachusetts, the Worcester Art Museum opened in 1898 and is one of America’s most 
respected art museums. The Museum is world-renowned for its 35,000-piece collection of paintings, sculpture, decorative arts, 
photography, prints, drawings and new media. Special exhibitions showcase masterworks, seldom-seen gems, and important 
works on loan. The Museum also features a café, shop, and library and offers year round classes for children and adults. 
Enhance your Museum experience by joining a tour, lecture, gallery talk, concert, performance, family day, party or other event 
offered throughout the year. Docent led public tours are offered Saturdays at 11am and Sundays at 1pm, September through 
May.  
Hours: Wednesday through Sunday, 11am-5pm, Third Thursdays of every month, 11am-8pm, and Saturday, 10am-5pm.  
Admission: $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and full-time college students with current ID, and FREE for Members and all kids 17 
and under.  Admission is also FREE for everyone on Saturday mornings, 10am-noon (sponsored by The TJX Companies, Inc.).  
For more information, visit our new website at www.worcesterart.org.  
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